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Mark Tessler's highly praised, comprehensive, and balanced history of the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict from the earliest times to the presentâ€•updated through the first years of the 21st

centuryâ€•provides a constructive framework for understanding recent developments and assessing

the prospects for future peace. Drawing upon a wide array of documents and on research by

Palestinians, Israelis, and others, Tessler assesses the conflict on both the Israelis' and the

Palestinians' terms. New chapters in this expanded edition elucidate the Oslo peace process,

including the reasons for its failure, and the political dynamics in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza at

a critical time of transition.
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It has taken me several months to finish off this huge book, but the experience of learning so much

has been very rewarding. This is quite simply the best nonfiction book I've ever read, and this on a

topic as complex as the Middle East conflict, no less. Tessler's work is completely unbiased and

offers an incredibly detailed presentation of the facts up to Fall 1993, after the Oslo accords were

announced.Tessler, an American professor, writes in a straight-forward style that is easily

understandable. Although the sheer volume of history covered in the book was considerable, I

never found myself bored by the writing. I wish my high school history books were written so

well.Like a good academian (in the very best sense of the term), he presents the facts clearly. For

each historical event, he cites several credible sources stating the event, and for retrospective

analysis of its importance, he cites opinions from multiple sides. The build-up to the 1967 war, for



example, consumes 20 pages and 50 citations. His use of references is so thorough that of the

book's 900+ pages, 93 pages are endnotes.I only have a few minor negative remarks about this

book:1. Obviously, since the book was published in 1994, it is not up to date and does not cover the

break-down of the negotiations from the Oslo accords. However, historical facts prior to 1993 have

not changed (at least not in the Orwellian sense, thank goodness), and this book does an

outstanding job for its time frame as I have said.2. There are no photos at all, save for the picture on

the cover.3. For a topic so centered on geography, the quality of the maps is surprisingly poor.

There are 20 maps showing the important boundaries and such, but these look like they were drawn

by a high school art student.
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